Mosquitoes are insects that have a particular importance
in publichealth as they are vectars of major viral diseases
ke Dengue, Chikungunyaand West blile feverand can
constitite a nuisance to the population.

Dengue and Chikungumysa viruses are enasmic in tropical
colntries and are

transmitted by infected Asdes mosquitoss, Curing recent
vears, the incidence of both Dengue and Chikungurnys fever
has risen worldwide, There = no vaccing available for either
of them and prevention relies entirely on mosguito contral
and personal protection. Besides the international concern
awer the rising wordwide incidence, there is a specific
concern regarding the spread of both diseases within

the European Union due to the presence in some of the
Member States of the competent vectar, Ledes alboplctus,

Any cases reported from the EU up till the end of
September 2000 were related to imported cases from
nfected travellers returning from endemic countries outside
Europe such as

« All South East Asla, except Korea!

« Western Pacific Region and Facfic islands (lke
Fhillppines, Malaysia, Mietnam), Cambodia);

« South America and the Carbbesan;

« Bub-zaharan Afflca,

The fAedes albapictus (Asian Tiger) maosguite has already
peen introduced into several European countries, Includng
Belgium, Posnia and Herzegoving, Croatia, France, Gresce,
the INetherlands, Serbia and Montenegro, Slovenia, Spain,
[taly and Switzerland. It iz thought to have occurred through
the trade of used tyres (the moesguite lays eggs in pools

of water in the tyres) and ormamental plants which are
transported in water, slich as the 'Lucky bamboo',

The southern part of Europe s mast favourable to climate
and ecological conditions for the local establishment of
Aedes Aldopaoitus and that is why since Its first sighting
on our islands in September 2008, aver the past summer

maonths we have seen its presence in a number of towns,
The mosquite normally emerges betwesn May and Cetober@
and it s during this time that mating and proliferaton
oceurs, Mapping of its distibution is being monitared n
Malta and Goza, The general publicls alko helping the
B by providing IDCL with mosquito samples which
are being verified by an entomologist, So far the mosguito
has besn found in Melizha, Bugibba, Qawra, StFall's
Bay, Bahar ic-caghag, Fembrole, Swiegl, Slema Mosta,
Bumarrad, Attard, Balzan, San Gwann, Kappara, Floriana,
Valletta, 5t venera, M scala and Kalkara,

Duthreakss of Chikungunya have ocourred in Europe inthe
lzland of La Reunion (Sauth East region of France) in 2008
which resulted in 255,000 caszes and 212 deaths over 2

1 0-month petiod, and in [taly in 2007 which calsed 200
cases and 2 deaths over 3 maonths,

Tillthe end of September 2010, the Institut de Veille
Sanitaite in France reported the first twao confirmed cases
of |ocally acguired Chikunigunya on the French mainland in
twio 12 year old girls, This is the first time that & cass has
been discoversd that was nof Imported,

Since 2005 there have also besn reported Imported cases
of Chikungunyva in Germary, U, Belgium, Czech Bepublic
and MNonay,

Mo Dengue outbreaks have been reported in Europe so
far but Imported cases have been reported by France,
LK ftaly, Spain, Gresce and Slovenia, Dengle is being
considered as one of the world's major emerging infectious
diseases since i has become the most rapid spreading
mosguito-barne yiral disease in the world with a 30 fold
Increase in cases over the l\st 50 years,

[ mid-September of this year, the Ministry for Health of
France reported a locally aequired case of Dengue fever

in Mice. This is the first locally-acduired cases of Dengue
fever to bereported In mainland Edmope since 1928 when
outbreaks were reported in Grescs,

Anather disease, the West Nils fever is transmitted by
another mosguita vector, the Culex piplens which is
abundant on our lsland, The primary hosts are bird and
horses, Dutbreaks of Wiest MNile fever has beef) recorded in
[taly (1998, 2008, 2008) and this yvear iIn Hungary, Romania
and Greecs, Cazes have also beer reported in Fortugal,
France, Spain, Austria, Croatia, Czech Fepublic, Foland,
Russia, Morocoo, Tunlsia and lsrasl.

West Mile fever |s an emerging disease in southem
Europe-and ls endemic in other parts of Europe and the
Mediterranean region. The majority of West Mile fever
Infections @round B0%) are asymptomatic and anly 20%
of infected persons will develop mild symptoms with less
than 1 %6 developing a severe neurclogicsl syndrome of
meningitisand Jor encephalitis,



